General Practices

These “General Practices” are how we do ministry with children at BCC. They help us keep kids safe, secure and

well managed to provide the best opportunity to do spiritual work in the lives of children and their families.

Our Mission: To partner with parents as they raise their kids to know Christ and make Him known.

On Main Street we:

e Welcome Kids into Community: We understand that kids who feel a part of the larger church family
are more likely to remain in the church and grow in their faith. So, we welcome kids and work to
create a lasting connection. We also provide outreach events and encourage kids to invite their
unchurched friends.

e Aim to Disciple Through Relationships: We create opportunities to build positive relationships.
Leaders work to build trust in order to more effectively disciple their kids.

e Lead and equip parents: We are committed to providing materials and training that resource and
prepare parents and leaders to more confidently share Christ with kids.

e Kindle a love for God and His Word: We are intentional about reaching kids at their maturity level.
We teach the Bible and bring it to life with creativity and fun. We read it, point to it, quote it,
memorize it, apply it, meditate on it, and encourage kids to obey it.

Safety/Security Practices

We have a responsibility to keep kids safe while they are here.

1.

There must be at least two people in a classroom at any given time — one must be an adult. Families may
serve together as long as there is one non-family volunteer present. We ask volunteers to arrive 15
minutes early to ensure proper coverage in the room. This also allows you to be settled and ready to
greet kids as they arrive.
Check-in: As children are welcomed into the class, be sure the child has a printed or hand-written
nametag. If not, encourage parents to return to the Welcome Counter to check in.
Bathroom Practices:
a. Kids use the rest rooms in the Main Street area.
b. Children up through 4t grade must be escorted by an approved Main Street volunteer - teacher,
assistant or welcome center volunteer.
c. The hallway bathroom door should remain open.
d. If a child needs assistance while potty-ing, keep the stall door propped open while assisting the
child.
Allergies: Before serving snacks (goldfish and animal crackers provided in classroom,) check child’s
nametag for any known allergies. If you would like to provide a special snack or incentive, please notify
all parents at drop-off and post the Allergy Alert sign at the doorway.

Check-out Practices: Security check-out must be performed by checking parent’s security tag against
child’s name tag before releasing a child. Siblings in middle school or older may claim a child ONLY if
they have the correct claim tag to prove parental permission.



Diaper Changing Practices

1.

Women in high school and older may change diapers in the nursery and preschool in established
changing areas in plain view—do not close the bathroom doors while changing diapers. Men are not
allowed to change diapers.

Be prepared with all needed supplies. Place a disposable paper liner on the changing table. Gather
diaper, wipes, and disposable bag. Wear non-latex gloves.

Gently place child on changing table. Always keep a hand on the child. Talk with the child during the
change.

Remove child’s clothes and begin changing. Wipe from front to back, using wipe only once and continue
until area is clean. Place diaper and wipes in disposable bag. Slide fresh diaper under the child and
secure in place. Dress the child.

Clean the child’s hands with baby wipes (infants) or hand sanitizer (older children.)

Clean the changing area: Dispose of the paper liner and clean the table with Clorox wipes, allowing it
to air dry.

Wash your hands using proper hand-washing techniques.

Appropriate Touch Practices
We want to take steps to protect the children in our care. These are guidelines to observe while promoting a

positive, nurturing environment for ministry.

1.

2.

w

As ministry workers our behavior should be appropriate. Touching behavior should never give the
appearance of wrongdoing.
A child's preference not to be touched should be respected. Do not force affection upon a reluctant child.
Touching initiated by the child can be appropriate. It should be a response to the child's need for comfort,
encouragement, or affection. It should not be based upon the adult's emotional need. If a child
approaches or touches a leader in a way that is inappropriate, or makes the leader feel uncomfortable,
the leader should redirect the child’s attention to something else. If a child repeatedly does this, the
leader must explain to the child that there are ways we can touch that are ok, and others that are not
appropriate. If the behavior continues, volunteers should work with Tammy Hassett (Director of Children’s
Ministry), Elham Abdelnour (Early Childhood), Kerianne Rampey (Elementary), or Amy Gilmore
(Childcare) to contact parents.
Appropriate physical affection between workers and children are important for a child's development
and are generally suitable in our church setting, but must be age appropriate. For example:

e Children may give you a surprise kiss, but please, do not return the favor.

e Hugs often abound in ministry with kids and this is ok. It is best with middle and upper elementary
students that people use a side hug instead of full frontal hug. Being a little awkward makes it
obvious no ill-intentions exist.

e Children pre-school and younger may want to sit in the lap of volunteers. However, volunteers
should encourage older children to sit beside him or her.

Leaders may touch children appropriately on the head, shoulders, back, arm, hand, knee, feet, or may
shake hands or give “fives” plenty. Leaders should not massage children’s shoulders/back for any length
of time or squeeze arms, shoulders, legs, necks to cause pain.
Touching and affection should only be done in the presence of other children's ministry workers, parents,
or in full view of other people. It must be in public spaces—never when you are alone orin a
secluded place. It is much less likely that touches will be inappropriate or misconstrued as such when two
adult workers, a parent, or lots of other people can see. This rule is especially important when diapering
a baby or helping a young child change clothes or use the restroom.
If a volunteer is uncomfortable or suspects inappropriate touching by another volunteer, please discuss
with Tammy Hassett (Director of Children’s Ministry), Elham Abdelnour (Early Childhood), Kerianne
Rampey (Elementary), or Amy Gilmore (Childcare).



Identifying Abuse

As Children’s Ministry workers, we have a responsibility to watch for and protect against child abuse of any
nature. If you are ever concerned about a child’s safety, please bring it to the attention of Tammy Hassett
(Director of Children’s Ministry), Elham Abdelnour (Early Childhood), Kerianne Rampey (Elementary), or Amy
Gilmore (Childcare).

Discipline Practices

1.

A well prepared leader and a clear and consistent plan for class time will often eliminate the need for
disciplining children.

2. Teachers can develop their own style for how they manage their classroom and can expect levels of
energy and activity that differ from other classrooms.

3. At BCC we NEVER strike, shake, spank, belittle, demean, or call names in order to discipline children.

4. At BCC we view kids’ inappropriate behavior, disobedience or purposeful distractions as opportunities
for discipleship. We believe God can use difficult situations to grow Christ-like character.

5. Process for discipline:

a. Be prepared as well as possible before class. Pray for students, especially challenging ones
during the week.

b. Establish clear rules and expectations for the class/ministry time.

c. Remind child of rules/expectations when they are misbehaving.

d. Deal privately with the individual who is acting poorly rather than in front of the group.

e. Remove a defiant or disobedient child from activities and set him or her to the side for an
appropriate “time out.” Then take the opportunity to discuss the disruption and welcome him or
her back to the group

i. Inform Tammy Hassett (Director of Children’s Ministry), Elham Abdelnour (Early Childhood),
Kerianne Rampey (Elementary), or Amy Gilmore (Childcare) to strategize a plan for
working with the child.

ii. Involve parents in solutions—speak to them that day or call them during the week for
insight and ideas on creating a successful environment.

iii. Use an incident report to note the behavior if you feel it is significant or dangerous to
others. Incident reports should be brought to the Welcome Counter.

f. If problems persist, the child may be removed from the classroom and brought to Welcome
Center where we will determine if the parent needs to be contacted.

g. In the case of severe behavioral issues, additional actions will be considered by the Children’s
Ministry team, staff and elders.

First Aid

1. First Aid kit is stored at Main Street Welcome Counter. Band-Aids are located in all classrooms for minor
incidents.

2. Even if the injury seems minor, inform a parent after class. Examples: non-bleeding cut, scrape, bruise,
bump, or the child becomes scared but IS consolable.

3. If the injury or incident is more serious, bring the child to the Welcome Counter for care. Parents will be
contacted at that time. Examples: bleeding cut, gash or serious scrape, if a child is un-consolable
because of an injury, experiences dizziness or blacks-out, vomiting, fever, stomach upset, deep cough,
green/yellow running nose, allergic reaction, bee /wasp stings or other illness.

4. Potty-ing accident: Extra clothing is available in Room 105. Place wet clothing in a plastic bag. If a

carpeted area has been soiled, please mark the perimeter with blue painters tape and inform the
Welcome Counter team.



5. Remove other children from area if it has been affected by vomit, diarrhea, urine, blood, etc. The CM
Staff will contact the Maintenance Director about clean-up.
Emergency

The best response to an emergency is being prepared.

3.

Be sure you are aware of which children are assigned to your room. Do periodic counts, especially while
traveling. Should you discover a child missing, notify the Welcome Center, so they can begin emergency
procedures.

If a shelter in place or a lock-down situation should arise, children and volunteers gather away from view
of doors and windows and encourage everyone to be quiet. CM staff will disperse and lock all
classroom doors. Remain in place until the emergency has been cleared by CM staff.

If a building evacuation is required, remain calm and take the following steps:

a) Grab sign-in roster, assemble ALL children and follow established evacuation route to the
appropriate Parent Connection Area.

b) Elders and other key leaders assemble at nurseries to assist in evacuation.

c) Stay away from building and emergency vehicles.

d) Do an immediate head count to be sure you have all kids who are listed on the roster.

e) Have children stay seated until the “all clear” has been given to return to the building.

f) OR if you are instructed, begin parent pick-up outside by comparing security labels
and child’s nametag. Be sure to check kids off the class roster as they are picked up.

g) Stay in designated area until all children are claimed by a parent.



BURKE COMMUNITY CHURCH STATEMENT OF FAITH

Adopied Janusry 20, 2019

FREAMBLE: The teacking of Burke Commsessty Church is based on the Haoly Scripbores.
This statement of faith reflects thoss doctrines that the elders and congregatica comslder

essential o emderstandisg teaching. and practicing Ood's Word.

L GOD

Crod has revesbsd Himsell 1o be the living and true Ood. There is one God wheo is the Creater
und Prescrver of all things. He is one, existing eternally in the three Persons of the Trindty—
Father, Som, and Holy Spirit—who mre of oo essemce and co-ogaal (Deit. 6:4-5; Matt. 2E:19-
205 1 Cor. 13:14; Rev. 1:4-5)

A) Gop THE FaThER
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B) Goib THE S08

Mo Christ is God (I 8:58, 20:26), the cternally pee-exisient Som and living Wend (John
11 who bocamme incamnate therough FHis mirsculous conception by the Haly Spirit and His
virgin barth (Matt. 1:18-24; Lk 2:26-38). He is perfect Deity and true humanity wniied in
oo person (Phil. 2:5-11). Both natares are whole, perfiect and distiner. He was tempied in
all ways yel lived & sinbess life (Feb. 4:15). Fle was obedient to God tee Father, even umo
dsssth (Phil. K). He valuntarily stoned for sinners by dving on the Cross e thelr ssbariiute
ﬂﬂhﬁ“ﬂdhﬁw-ﬁh&hh!ﬂ-ﬂ}. Ha thiis pevealed
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(Rom 8: -I_:L O the Chard dary i the Weib, He nose from the dead in the same body, though
;h-llni. which He lived and died (L 24:31, 36; Phil 3:21; Heb. 7:16, 24). He
ascended bodily isto besven (Acts 1:6-1 1) and sits o the right band of God the Father (Col.
3:1; Heb. 1:3), where He, the only ssediator Between God and man | Tim. 2:5), continually
makes imercession for believers (Rom, 8:34; Heb. T:25)% He will come again o

complheie
ﬂr:llill?ml-lbm Grod's redempitive purpose (Jm. 14:3; 1 Thess. 4:16-18;

Cl) Gon THE FoLY SFm

The Haly Spirit reveals and ghorifies Christ (In. 16:7-15) and applies the saving woek of
Christ i0 men (Eph. 1:17-18; In, 3:5-8; Rom. 3:14; 2 Caor. 3:1E). He convicts the weeld of
sim, truth, rightecusmess, and judgmest (Jn. 16:E). He draws somers to Christ (In, d:44),
imsparts mew life e thes (In. 3:5-B), continually indwells them (CGal 4:6-T) from the

d



el of sgurituad barth in onder bo conform them ultisnately o b image and likeness of
Christ (2 Conr. 3:17-18), amd seals them until the day of redemgeion (Eph. 1:13-14). His
fullnesa, power, and control are appropriated is the believer's life by fith (Eph. 2-8, )
believera (| Cor, 12:7).

1. THE BIHLE

The Basis of eur boliofs is the Bible, God's written Word, which Includes and iy limited to the
19 books of the Old Testament and the 17 books of the New Testament. It was uniguely,
verbally, and fiully inspired by the Holy Spirit, and & was written foe from error in the ceigizal
marrascripts. It is the supreme snd fnal sehority in all matters on which it speaks. 1 is the
only infallibls rale in fhith and peactice. All doctoical ststements must be messared agaisa the
Full counsel of God Is Holy Seriptse (Josh, 1:8; Ps. 119; I, 17:17; 2 Tim. 321517}

3 MANKIND

Paople were epemied in the isago and likeness of Ood (Den. 1:26-2T) 10 know, glortly, worship,
and enjoy Himn forever, Temgtod by Satan, mankind willfully discheyed God and snned (2
Cor. 1123, 14), Thas, peopls were alienated from their perfisct Crestor s plunged inlo & stale
of #in and separation from God (Rom. 3:9-20; 5:12-19). That bistorie fall beought all people
uncket U seniency of vlemal condemnation and death (Rom. 5:16, 03], Man's nature (3 coerupt
{Tieus 1:15), and be is thus, apart from the greee of God throegh fith, wally snable 1 please
Uiodd (Rom. §:FL have fellowship with Him, or sven enier (noo His presesce (Pe 5:4; Prov.
ZE:; Is. 1:15). Everyone is in need of salvation (Rom. 6:23) throsgh the substitutionary death
of Jesus Christ as fisll paymsent for bis sin asd reoewal by e Holy Spirit.

4 SIN

Sin is dischbeying el and aitemplisg 1w lve and %0 meet our noods independently of Him
(Roe 3:10-24, 5:12-19; 1 Ja 1:3-10).

5 REDEMPFTIHONSALYVATION

Human salvation is wholly a work of God's froe grace and is not the work, in whade or ks part,
of husman mer of goodness or religious ceremony (Eph. 1:8-9; Titus 3:5-7). We belicve Jonn
dBed wpos the cross as a sinkess substitute for sinners of all ages and dmes (Rom. 3:21-18, 5:17-
1% In. }:16). Without the shedding of hlood, thewe is no forgivencss of sin (Heb. 9:22).
Therefore, His death perfectly satisflies the demands of God"s holy justice and appeases His
boly wrath (Rom. 3:10; Col 1220-23),

All who receive, by faith, the pemsrreciod Joeas Christ as Savior sod Lord are spiritually bors
imo permanesst relationship with God by the indwelling Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14). Thus, Gad
iengened Hits rigghteousncss to those who put their faith solely in the substinscbonary doath of
Cherist for their salvation (Rom. 4:10, 22-24) As a result of this falth, the redecmad ssmer
roccives obomal life and is now freed from the pesalty (Rom §:1) and power {1 Cor. 1550 1
Pet 4:11) of sin and, in heaven, froen the very presence of sin (Rev. 21:1-4). Redemption does
not, however, promise that we will escape the carthly cossoquences of past, present, or future



sinfal scts (Heb, 12:6, 10; Deut §:5; Ps. 3400}, Meither is one's station in lifs, phynical
eirtusratances, financial stalus, vic., necessanily mdicative of the simie of one™s heart befare or
afier salvatios Cigl mary grani physical bealth and material prosperity Lo somse, bt this is
m:flhq:ﬂ:ﬁ:mﬂ- im accordance with Hls soverclgs parposs and plan (Phil

é. ETERNAL LIFE

Etersal life is a relationship that begins at the momest of slvation snd continues forever.
mm;—mhmmﬂd livieg God and Jessas Christ whom He sent (Jn. 17:3;

The gremt end, which Christianity sots before us, is the joy of eternal I In the keewlodps amd
presence of the eternal God (1 Cor. 2-% Phil. 1:530-21). Whoever rejecis the Son will notl s
life, fior Crod™s wrath reming om bim (Fn. 3:346; Rom. B:6-)

When the Holy Spirit indveglls the new belicver ol the momeni of salvatkon, He impans this
ciernad Life 10 the believer (1 Cor. 1:21-22)

Although all die physically, Giod will ultimaely resurseet all belivvers in glorified hodies th
are incorruptible, without sin, decay, iliness, dcuth—(irally perfected for enermal
(1 Cor, 15:35-57, Rev. n’.&}. e "

7. ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

Sence humas salvation i wholly a work of God's grece and is nof the woek, in whale or in
pary, of bessan merd! or goodness or religious caremony, salvation rests securely with God,

All wha are bors agsin of the Spirit can be assured of their sahvation from the very moment al
wineh they trust Christ as their Savior and Loed. Mothing can separie ws frean the lvve of God
(Rom, B:2E-3%), This aswaance is nod hased wpos any kind of humes sserit or feelésgs, but on
the promise of Guod and the testimony of the Holy Spirit 10 the believer theough His Word,
Further, when a person is born of the Spirit of God, ke is & new oreatson (2 Cor, 5:17). He now
desires to please God.  This mew inclination, the intent of the heart, |3 called repentasce and is
evidence of o changed life (dn. 10:25-30; Rom. 5:1-5, £:1, 28-3% | Ja. 2:19, 5:13). Therefore,
the teee-fold witmess of ssdvatboe—the witness of Seripture, the witness of the indwelling
?{;ﬂ_&;ﬂ:ﬂ;-ﬂﬂum-ﬂlwﬂ—ﬂﬂﬁdiwhhlﬂh iz & child

B SANCTIFICATION

Frowm the msomwmnt of sl vation, every believer is being conformed 10 dhe Hieness of Jegm Chrint
by the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18; 5:17). This process is called sanctification. Ged's promise is
that He is faithful to complete this process that He began in us (PRl 1:6)

Uod oreated us in Christ Jesus to do good werks which He prepared in advance for us o do so
that people will see cur good works snd praise our Father in Hesven (Eph. 2:10). The Holy
Spirit is the active sgeni In fulfilling s good works (John 15:5); the responsibility of the
belbever |s to obeay (1 Sam. 15:22)



Unrighiecesmess, soch as sexual Enmorality, greed, adultery, homosexmality, or dnnkenmess
is not acceptable in the body lafe (od desires for His followors, However, through repentance,
olbdlemce w the Word of G, and empowsring of the Holy Sparit, the believer is able to grow
in haliness and actively participato in the life of the charch, beooming more and maore ke the
Lord Jemas Christ. (| Car. 6:9-11)

%. CHRISTS RETURN

Jesus Christ will come again 1o the earth—personally, visibly, sd bodily—ta consumimate
Eawtory and Gallill the eiernal plan of God the Father. Mo man knows the day sed dene af Jens'

retum, bt the fact of His return is certain. The Scripiures declare thai whes Jesos returns o
the carth in glory, every eye will behald Him, every kmee will bow, snd every 1ongue will
confiess that Jesas Christ ks Loed to the gloey of God the Father. Cheiatisss are 1o be about the
Faiber's business and are 10 maininin an smiude of expectamcy (Acts 1:11; Heb. %28; Mk.
3% 1 Thess. 1:10; Rev, 1:7: Ja. 5:25-29% Rom. E:17-21).

10, JUDGMENT

There will b & day when everyone who has lived musi stand before the Judgmes: Seat of
Cheriat (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10; Heb. %:27).

Christians—all who confiess Jesus Christ s Savior and Lord—have slresty been judged o the
Cross and hanve passed froen death 1o bfe, from condemnstion o sabvatios (Ram. 3: 1), Their
names ‘will be in the Lamb’s Book of Life (Rev. 325, 13:8, 20012, 21:27), and ey will be
ushered into God's presence forever. Their works, however, will be jubped amd cacks Christian
vwill reoeive what is doe him for the things done while ke the body (Mait. 5:02, 10:4142, 16:27;
Eph. 6:8; Col J:24)

Mon-bellevers—anyone whone name s mit found wrilten in the Book of Lifo—will b thrown
bt the Rake of fire, which ia the second death, being panished with everlasting destruction and
sthirl ot from e presence of the Lord and the majesty of His power (Heb. 10:XT. 2 Pet. 2:4,
R ) S

Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church, His Bady (Eph. 2:19<22, 4:11=13). The Church i not
a building or an institution; rather it is composed of sll people who have receivad sahation.
Christ’s people are 10 msensbile together regulesly w devote temsedves 1o worslip, tenching,
Pelbcravship, breaking of bread, and peayer (Acts 2:42) The Lord Fesus Christ comssanded His
Church to proclaim the Gospel troughout the world and 1o disciple mea of every sation,
baptizing them in the name of the Facher, Son, and Haoly Spirkt, tesching theen w0 obey all He
hes commanded. The chureh b5 10 reflect the love of Christ theough its servioe 1 others (MatL,

28:16-20)

Two ordimances have beon entrusied to the Church: baptism and commmunion. They se not,
however, 10 be regarded as eeears of salvation.



12 MARRIAGE AND SEXUALITY

W balieve that marringe unites one man sed one wossan in a lifetane commizment o each
other (Gen. 2:23.24; Matl. 19:4-6) Marriage provides for iminsate companionship, pure
sexual expression (Gen. 2:24; Eph-ﬂlﬂll%ﬂrﬂhrﬂmﬂipﬂ
Christ and the Chureh (Gen, 1:28; Prow, 5:15-19; 1 Cor. 7:1-5).

We belleve that Ciod has commanded that sexual activity be engaged exchusively inside the
EfFlape covenast hetwoen ono man ond one woman, We believe thm ey otber scxual
sctivity that devistes from God's parpose for a man and & woman |s sis (Gen. 1:27, 2:24,
19:35-13, 35E-%: Dot 22:5; Lev. 18:1-30; Romn, 1:36-2%: | Cor, 5:1; 69 6:1%: 1 Thess. 4:1-
8 Heb 13:4).

We believe that sexuality and gender are fixed by God at birth and are not flad, resulting in
each persoe being & wique creation by Gods perfiect intention (Ps 13%:13-16).  In sddition,
we believe all are weleoens ia the budy of beliovers, necognizing that we all kave sinaed

(Rom. 3:23) Purther, grace, mercy, asd viclory are available to all who streggle In these and
other sreas of sin, when ey chooms by repent of their sin and walk in obedience with (hetsr



