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OUTLINE OF REVELATION 
From 

Dr. Harold Hoehner 
 Exegetical Greek Class on Revelation  

Dallas Seminary, 1985 
 

 
 
 

I. THE THINGS WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN: THE CHRIST 1:1-20 
 
 
 
 

A. The Prologue 1:1-8 
 
 
 

1. The superscription 1:1-3 
 
 
 
 

a. A revelation from God 1:1-2 
 
 
 
 

(1) The subject of the content: revelation 1:1a 
 
 
 
 

(2) The origin of the content: God 1:1b 
 
 
 
 

(3) The agent of the content: angel 1:1c 
 
 
 
 

(4) The recipient of the content: John 1:1d-2 
 
 
 
 

b. A blessing promised 1 :3 
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2. The salutation 1:4-8 
 
 
 

a. Grace to the churches 1:4-5a 
 
 
 

(I) From the Father 1:4a 
 
 
 

(2) From the Spirit 1:4b 
 
 
 

(3) From the Son 1:5a 
 
 
 

b. Glory to the Son 1:5b-6 
 
 
 

c. Guarantee of the Son's coming 1:7 
 
 
 

d. Greatness of the Father 1:8 
 
 
 

B. The Vision of Christ 1:9-20 
 
 
 

I. The occasion of the vision 1:9-11 
 

a. The circumstances: John at Patmos 1:9 
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b. The commission: write to the seven churches 1:10-11 

 

(1) The circumstances of the commission 1:10 
 
 
 

(2) The command of the commission 1:11 
 
 
 

2. The observation of the vision 1: 12-16 
 
 
 

a. The place of the risen Lord 1: 12-13 
 
 
 

b. The picture of the risen Lord 1 :14-16 
 
 
 

(1) His head 1:14 
 
 
 

(2) His feet 1:15a 
 
 
 

(3) His voice 1:15b 
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(4) His hands 1 :16a 
 
 
 
 

(5) His mouth 1 :16b 
 
 
 
 

(6) His appearance 1:16c 
 
 
 
 

3. The outcome of the vision 1:17-20 
 
 
 
 

a. The response to the vision 1 :17-18 
 
 
 
 

(1)    The collapse of John 
1 : 17b  

 
 
 

(2)   The comfort of Christ 1:17b-18 
 
 
 
 

b. The commission to write 1:19 
 
 
 
 

c. The conclusion to the vision 1:20 
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II. THE THINGS WHICH ARE: THE CHURCHES 2:1-3:22 
 
 
 
 

A. The Message to Ephesus 2:1-7 
 
 
 

I. Destination 2:1a 
 
 
 
 

2. Descriptive title of Christ 2:1b 
 
 
 
 

3. Commendation 2:2-3 
 
 
 
 

4. Condemnation 2:4 
 
 
 
 

5. Correction 2:5-6 
 
 
 
 

6. Counsel 2:7a 
 
 
 
 

7. Promise 2:7b 
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B. The Message to Smyrna 2:8-11 
 
 
 

I. Destination 2:8a 
 
 
 

2. Descriptive title of Christ 2:8b 
 
 
 

3. Commendation 2:9 
 
 
 

4. Correction 2:10 
 
 
 

5. Counsel 2:11a 
 
 
 

6. Promise 2:11b 
 
 
 

C. The Message to Pergamum 2:12-17 
 
 
 

I. Destination 2:12a 
 
 
 

2. Descriptive title of Christ 2:12b 
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3. Commendation 2:13 
 
 
 

4. Condemnation 2:14-15 
 
 
 

5. Correction 2:16 
 
 
 

6. Counsel 2:17a 
 
 
 

7. Promise 2:17b 
 
 
 

D. The Message to Thyatira 2:18-29 
 
 
 

I . Destination 2:18a 
 
 
 

2. Descriptive title of Christ 2:18b 
 
 
 

3. Commendation 2:19 
 
 
 

4. Condemnation 2:20-23 
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5. Correction 2:24-25 
 
 
 

6. Promise 2:26-28 
 
 
 

7. Counsel 2:29 
 
 
 

E. The   Message to Sardis 3:1-6 
 
 
 

I . Destination 3: I a 
 
 
 

2. Descriptive title of Christ 3:Ib 
 
 
 

3. Condemnation 3:2 
 
 
 

4. Correction 3:3-4 
 
 
 

5. Promise 3:5 
 
 
 

6. Counsel 3:6 



 

9 | P a g e  
 

 

F. The Message to Philadelphia 3:7-13 
 
 
 

I. Destination 3:7a 
 
 
 

2.  Descriptive title of Christ 3:7b 
 
 
 

3. Commendation 3:8 
 
 
 

4. Promise 3:9-11a 
 
 
 

5. Correction 3:IIb 
 
 
 

6. Promise 3:12 
 
 
 

7. Counsel 3:13 
 
 
 

G. The Message to Laodicea 3:14-22 
 
 
 

I. Destination 3:14a 
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2. Descriptive title of Christ 3:14b 

 
 
 

3. Condemnation 3:15-17 
 
 
 

4. Correction 3:18-19 
 
 
 

5. Promise 3:20-21 
 
 
 

6. Counsel 3:22 
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Ill. THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER: THE CONSUMMATION 4:1 -22:21 
 
 
 

A The Prologue: The Heavenly Court 4:1--5:14 
 
 
 

1.      The throne in heaven 4:1-11 
 
 
 

a. The prologue to the vision 4: I 
 
 
 

b. The portrayal of God's throne 4:2-6a 
 
 
 

(I) The introduction of the throne 4:2 
 
 
 

(2) The person on the throne 4:3 
 
 
 

(3) The 24 elders around the throne 4:4 
 
 
 

(4) The majesty of the throne 4:5-6a 
 
 
 

c. The praise to God's throne 4:6b-II 
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(I) The 4 living creatures 4:6b-8 

 
 
 

(a) Their place 4:6b 
 
 
 

(b) Their portrayal 4:7 
 
 
 

(c) Their performance 4:8 
 
 
 

(2) The 24 elders 4:9-11 
 
 
 

(a) Their posture 4:9-10 
 
 
 

(b) Their praise 4:11 
 
 
 

2. The sealed scroll and lamb 5:1-14 
 
 
 

a. The scroll opened 5:1-5 
 
 
 

(I) The picture of the scroll 5:I 
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(2) The problem posed: no one can open the scroll 5:2-3 
 
 
 

(a) The question asked: who 5:2 
 
 
 

(b) The question answered: no one 5:3 
 
 
 

(3) The problem solved: lion can open the scroll 5:4-5 
 
 
 

(a) The problem 5:4 
 
 
 

(b) The solution 5:5 
 
 
 

b. The lamb worshiped 5:6-14 
 
 
 

(I) The revelation of the lamb 5:6-7 
 
 
 

(a) The account of the lamb 5:6 
 
 
 

(b) The action of the lamb 5:7 
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(2) The reverence for the lamb 5:8-14 
 
 
 
 

(a) The 4 living creatures and the 24 elders 5:8-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(b) The angels 5:11-12 
 
 
 
 

(c) All creation 5:13 
 
 
 
 

(d) The 4 living creatures and the 24 elders 5:14 
 
 
 
 

B. The Program during the Tribulation 6:1--19:21 
 
 
 
 

I. The judgments in the tribulation 6:1--1 I:19 
 
 
 
 

a. The seven seals 6:1--8: I 
 
 
 
 

a. The first seal: Anti-christ 6: I-2 



 

15 | P a g e  
 

(a) The seal opened 6: I 
 
 
 

(b) The white horse rider conquering 6:2 
 
 
 

(2) The second seal: war 6:3-4 
 
 
 

(a) The seal opened 6:3 
 
 
 

(b) The red horse with rider bringing war 6:4 
 
 
 

(3) The third seal: famine 6:5-6 
 
 
 

(a) The seal opened 6:5 
 
 
 

(b) The black horse with rider having scales 6:6 
 
 
 

(4) The fourth seal: death 6:7-8 
 
 
 

(a) The seal ope ned 6:7 
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(b) The pale horse with rider bringing death 6:8 

 
 
 

(5) The fifth seal: martyrdom 6:9-1 I 
 
 
 

(a) The seal opened 6:9a 
 
 
 

(b) The martyrs killed to testimony 6:9b 
 
 
 

(c) The martyrs plead for vindication 6: I 0 
 
 
 

(d) The martyrs wait for the end 6: II 
 
 
 

(6) The sixth seal: cosmic upheavals 6:12-17 
 
 
 

(a) The seal opened 6:12a 
 
 
 

(b) The cosmic upheavals 6: I 2b-14 
 
 
 

(c) The people's response 6:15-17 
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(7) An interlude (security .and salvation) 7:1-17 
 
 
 

(a) The sealing of the 144,000 Jews 7:1-8 
 
 
 

(b) The saving of innumerable Gentiles 7:9-17 
 
 
 

(8) The seventh seal: silence 8: I 
 
 
 

2. The seven trumpets 8:2--11:19 
 
 
 

a. The introduction 8:2-6 
 
 
 

(I) The presentation of the seven angels 8:2 
 
 
 

(2) The performance of another angel 8:3-5 
 
 
 

(3) The preparation of the seven angels 8:6 
 
 
 

b. The first trumpet: earth 8:7 
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(I) The trumpet sounded 8:7a 
 
 
 

(2) The third of the earth's vegetation destroyed 8:7b 
 
 
 

c. The second trumpet: sea 8:8-9 
 
 
 

(I) The trumpet sounded 8:8a 
 
 
 

(2) The third of the sea becomes blood 8:8b 
 
 
 

(3) The third of the sea life destroyed 8:9 
 
 
 

d. The third trumpet: inland waters 8: I 0-11 
 
 
 

(I) The trumpet sounded 8:10a 
 
 
 

(2) The burning star falls on a third of the inland waters 8:10b 
 
 
 

(3) The third of the inland waters made bitter 8:11 
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e. The fourth trumpet: celestial 8:12 
 
 
 

(I) The trumpet sounded 8:12a 
 
 
 

(2) The third of the celestial bodies destroyed 8:12b 
 
 
 

f. The announcement of the three woes 8:13 
 
 
 

g. The fifth trumpet: demonic locusts (Ist woe) 9:1-12 
 
 
 

(I) The trumpet sounded 9: 1a 
 
 
 

(2) The torment of the locusts 9:1b-11 
 
 
 

(3) The end of the first woe 9:12 
 
 
 

h. The sixth trumpet: demonic horses (2nd woe) 9:13-21 
 
 
 

(I) The trumpet sounded 9:13a 
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(2) The release of the four angels 9:13b-1 5 
 
 
 

(3) The description of the cavalry 9:16-19 
 
 
 

(4) The response of the unrepentant 9:20-21 
 
 
 

I. An interlude (testament and testimony) 10:1--11:14 
 
 
 

(I) The little scroll 10:1-11 
 
 
 

(2) The temple 11:1-2 
 
 
 

(3) The two witnesses 11:3-13 
 
 
 

(4) The transition between the woes 11:14 
 
 
 

j. The seventh trumpet: consummation (3rd woe) 11:15-19 
 
 
 

(I) The announcement of the seventh trumpet 11:15 
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(2) The adoration of the 24 elders 11:16-18 

 
 
 
 

(3) The antiphonal response of heaven 11:19 
 
 
 
 

3. The instruments in the tribulation 12:1--16:21 
 
 
 
 

a. The woman and the dragon 12:1-17 
 
 
 
 

(1) The characters 12:1-6 
 
 
 
 

(a) The woman: Israel 12:1-2 
 
 
 
 

(b) The dragon: Satan 12:3-4 
 
 
 
 

(c) The male child: Christ 12:5-6 
 
 
 
 

(2) The conflicts 12:7-17 
 
 
 
 

(a) In heaven: the dragon and Michael 12:7-12 
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(b) On earth: the dragon and the woman (Israel) 12:13-

17 
 
 
 

b. The two beasts 13:1-18 
 
 
 

(1) The beast from the sea 13:1-10 
 
 
 

(a) The biography of the beast 13:1-4 
 
 
 

(b) The blaspheme of the beast 13:5-8 
 
 
 

(c) The warning to hear 13:9-10 
 
 
 

(2) The beast from the earth 13:11-18 
 
 
 

(a) The appearance of the beast 13:11 
 
 
 

(b) The authority of the beast 13:12 
 
 
 

(c) The activity of the beast 13:13-18 
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C. An interlude (joy & judgment) 14:1-20 
 
 
 

1. The lamb and the 144,000 on Mount Zion 14:1-5 
 
 
 
 

a. Their place: Mount Zion 14: 1 
 
 
 
 

b. Their praise: new song of deliverance 14:2-3 
 
 
 
 

c. Their purity: chaste and unblemished 14:4-5 
 
 
 
 

2. The judgments upon the earth 14:6-13 
 
 
 
 

a. The first angel: announcement of the everlasting gospel 14:6-7 
 

 
 
 
 
 

b. The second angel: Babylon's doom 14:8 
 
 
 
 

c. The third angel: announcement of the beast worshipers' doom 14:9-
1 3 
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3. The harvests of the earth 14:14-20 
 
 
 

a. The fourth angel: announcement of the grain harvest 14:14-16 
 
 
 
 

b. The fifth angel: appearance with sickle 14:17 
 
 
 

c. The sixth angel: announcement of the grape harvest 14:18-20 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

D. The seven bowls 15:1--16:21 
 
 
 

1.  The preparation for the bowls 15:1--16:1 
 
 
 

a. The plagues of the consummating judgments 15: 1 
 
 
 

b. The praise for the consummating judgments 15:2-4 
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c. The presentation of the bowls for the consummating judgment 15:5-16:1 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2. The pouring out of the bowls 16:2-21 
 
 
 

a. The first bowl: sores 16:2 
 
 
 

b. The second bowl: sea 16:3 
 
 
 

c. The third bowl: inland waters 16:4-7 
 
 
 

d. The fourth bowl: sun 16:8-9 
 
 
 

e. The fifth bowl: darkness 16: I 0-11 
 
 
 

f. The sixth bowl: Euphrates 16:12 
 
 
 

g. An interlude (Armageddon) 16:13-16 
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h. The seventh bowl: air 16:17-21 

 
 
 

3. The institution in the tribulation 17:1-19:5 
 
 
 

a. The description of Babylon's fall 17:1-18 
 
 
 

(1)  The vision of the harlot and the beast 17:1-6 
 
 
 

(a) The harlot mentioned 17:1-2 
 
 
 

(b) The harlot seen 17:3-6 
 
 
 

(2)  The interpretation of the vision 17:7-18 
 
 
 

(a) The introduction 17:7 
 
 
 

(b) The interpretation on the beast 17:8-14 
 
 
 

(c) The interpretation on the harlot 17:15-18 
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b. The declaration of Babylon's fall 18:1-19:5 
 
 
 
 

(1)   The proclamation of Babylon's fall 18:1-8 
 
 
 
 

(a) The announcement of Babylon's fall 18:1-3 
 
 
 
 

(b) The address in view of Babylon's fall 18:4-8 
 
 
 
 

(2)   The lamentation over Babylon's fall 18:9-19 
 
 
 
 

(a) The lament of the kings 18:9-10 
 
 
 
 

(b) The lament of the merchants 18:11-17a 
 
 
 
 

(c) The lament of the mariners 18:17b-19 
 
 
 
 

(3) The jubilation over Babylon's fall 18:20 
 
 
 
 

(4) The destruction of Babylon's fall 18:21-24 
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(a) The symbolic act of the fall 18:21 
 
 
 

(b) The completeness of the fall I 8:22-23a 
 
 
 

(c) The reasons for the fall I 8:23b-24 
 
 
 

(5) The jubilation over Babylon's fall 19:1-5 
 
 
 

(a) The praise of the multitude in heaven 19:1-3 
 
 
 

(b) The praise of the 24 elders and the 4 living creatures 
19:4 

 
 
 
 
 

(c) The praise from the throne of God 19:5 
 
 
 

4. The intervention of Christ 19:6-21 
 
 
 

a. The announcement of the marriage banquet of the lamb 19:6-10 
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(1)   The praise of the multitude 19:6-8 
 
 
 
 

(a) The praise for God's reign 19:6 
 
 
 
 

(b) The praise of the marriage banquet of the lamb 19:7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(c) The provision of the wedding garments 19:8 
 
 
 
 

(2) The blessing upon those invited to the marriage banquet                       
19:9-10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. The appearance of Christ 19:11-16 
 
 
 
 

(1)   His appearance 19:11-13 
 
 
 
 

(a) His display 19:11 
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(b) His dress 19:12-13 
 
 
 
 

(2) His armies 19:14 
 
 
 
 

(3) His authority 19:15-16 
 
 
 
 

(a) His triumph 19:15 
 
 
 
 

(b) His title 19:16 
 
 
 
 

c. The annihilation of the Anti-christ and his allies 19:17-21 
 
 
 
 

(1) The carnage of the enemies 19:17-18 
 
 
 
 

(2) The conflict of Christ and the beast 19:19 
 
 
 
 

(3) The condemnation of the beast and the false prophet 19:20 
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(4) The conquest of the remaining enemies 19:21 

 
 
 

E. The Program after the Tribulation 20:1--22:5 
 
 
 

I. The millennium 20:1-15 
 
 
 

a. The imprisonment of Satan 20:1-3 
 
 
 

(1) The angel descends from heaven 20:1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2) The angel seizes Satan 20:2 
 
 
 

(3) The angel imprisons Satan 20:3 
 
 
 

b. The resurrection of the tribulation martyrs 20:4-6 
 
 
 

(1) The judgment of the tribulation martyrs 20:4a-b 
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(2) The resurrection and reign of the tribulation martyrs 20:4c-6 
 
 
 
 

(a) Their resurrection and reign 20:4c-5 
 
 
 
 

(b) Their blessedness 20:6 
 
 
 
 

c. The destruction of Satan 20:7-10 
 
 
 
 

(a) His liberation from the abyss 20:7 
 
 
 
 

(2) His reception by the multitude 20:8 
 
 
 
 

(3) His mobilization for war 20:9 
 
 
 
 

(4) His perdition in the lake of fire 20:10 
 
 
 
 

d. The judgment at the great white throne 20: 11-15 
 
 
 
 

(1) The description of the scene 20:11-12 
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(a) The throne 20:11 
 
 
 

(b) The books 20:12 
 
 
 

(2) The resurrection of the dead 20:13 
 
 
 

(3) The perdition of the wicked 20:14-15 
 
 
 

2. The eternal state 21:1-22:5 
 
 
 

a. The new creation 21: 1-8 
 
 
 

(1)  The description of the new creation 21:1-4 
 
 
 

(a) The observation of the new residence 21:1-2 
 
 
 

(b) The declaration of the new relationship 21:3-4 
 
 
 

(2)  The declaration of God's new program 21:5-8 
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(a) The declaration of the new creation 21:5 
 
 
 

(b) The identification of the Creator 21:6 
 
 
 

(c) The separation of the creatures 21:7-8 
 
 
 

3. The new Jerusalem 21:9-22:5 
 
 
 

a. The manifestation of the new Jerusalem 21:9-14 
 
 
 

(1) The disclosure by an angel 21:9 
 
 
 

(2) The disclosure of the city 21:10-14 
 
 
 

b. The measurement of the new Jerusalem 21:15-17 
 
 
 

(1) The measurement instructed 21:15 
 
 
 

(2) The measurement of the city 21:16 
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(3) The measurement of the wall 21:17 
 
 
 

c. The materials of the new Jerusalem 21:18-21 
 
 
 

(1) The wall 21:18 
 
 
 

(2) The foundations 21:19-20 
 
 
 

(3) The gates and the street 21:21 
 
 
 

d. The omissions of the new Jerusalem 21:22-
27 

 
 
 

(1) No physical temple 21:22 
 
 
 

(2) No artificial light 21:23-24 
 
 
 

(3) No closure 21:25-26 
 
 
 

(4) No impurity 21:27 
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e. The magnificence of the new Jerusalem 22:1-5 
 
 
 

(1) The river of life 22:1 
 
 
 

(2) The tree of life 22:2 
 
 
 

(3) The presence of God 22:3-5 
 
 
 

4. The Postlude: Comfort, Caution, and Conclusion 22:6-21 
 
 
 

a. The comfort 22:6-17 
 
 
 

(1)    The authentication of the book 22:6-7 
 
 
 

(a) Angel's testimony 22:6 
 
 
 

(b) Jesus' confirmation 22:7 
 
 
 

(2)    The instruction of the angel 22:8-11 
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., 
 
 
 
 

(a) The prostration of John before the angel 22:8 
 
 
 

(b) The admonition against John's prostration 22:9 
 
 
 

(c) The instruction not to seal the book 22:10 
 
 
 

(d) The injunction to sinners and saints 22:11 
 
 
 

(3) The interjection of Jesus 22:12-13 
 
 
 

(a) His intervention to reward 22:12 
 
 
 

(b) His identification as the Alpha and Omega 22:13 
 
 
 

(4) The destination of the saints and the sinners 22:14-15 
 
 
 

(a) The saints: inside the city 22:14 
 
 
 

(b) The sinners: outside the city 22:15 
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(5) The attestation by Jesus 22:16 
 
 
 

(6) The invitation to come 22:17 
 
 
 

b. The caution 22:18-19 
 
 
 

(1) The injunction not to add words 22:18 
 
 
 

(2) The injunction not to delete words 22:19 
 
 
 

c. The conclusion 22:20-21 
 
 
 

(I) The coming of the Lord 22:20 
 
 
 

(2) The closing of John 22:21 


